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  The Aaronic or Priestly blessing is one of the most ancient 
benedictions in the world (Numbers 6:24-26). It has been spoken 
over the people of God for millennia. In many churches, including 
my own, these words conclude every Sunday service as our pastor 
speaks them over us.

The LORD bless you and keep you;
the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

In Hebrew, the structure is both simple and strong.



1) The first line is 3 words, the second 5 words, the third 7 words.
2) The first line has15 letters, the second 20 letters, the third 25 
letters.
3) And, most obviously, the divine name Yahweh is repeated three 
times.

There are a total of six actions that God performs: he blesses and 
keeps; shines and is gracious; lifts up and gives peace. The “and” 
between each of these, however, could also be translated as 
resultative. That is, God blesses us so that we are kept safe; he 
shines his face on us so that we receive grace; he lifts up his 
countenance on us with the result that we receive shalom.

What is the summary result of this blessing? God tells us: “So shall 
they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them” 
(Num. 6:27). The threefold speaking of the divine name puts that 
name upon us. God’s name is his presence, his person, his grace 
and power and mercy. It is analogous to when we are baptized in 
the threefold name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.

God’s words do things. Just as in creation, his “Let there be” 
brought forth all things, so his words still accomplish reality. When 
God blesses, you are blessed. End of discussion. The Lord isn’t 
waiting for you to do your part. There is no “part” for you to do. 
Some might say, “Well, but we have to believe it.” Yes, by faith we 
receive divine blessings, but faith is simply the empty hand into 
which the Lord puts his blessing.

We can no more claim faith as a “work we do” or a “part we play” 
any more than a child can boast about what a great job he did for 
his mom while being born. Faith is a gift, as is life itself.

The Lord bless you all in Jesus the Christ.

(The picture is of a tiny silver roll, possibly an amulet, dated to the 
sixth or seventh century BC. It was discovered in a burial chamber 
at Ketef Hinnom in Jerusalem in 1979. The text is the Priestly 
Blessing from Numbers 6. You will notice that the Hebrew on the 
right, the reconstruction, looks very different from the Hebrew on 
the roll itself. That's because the Hebrew script on the roll is the 



older form of Hebrew writing called paleo-Hebrew. The script that 
was gradually adopted around the 5th to 3rd c. BC, and still used 
today, is called "square script" or "Assyrian script").

 * * * * * * * *

Congratulations!
   Congratulations to Sam Davis as he
   graduates this May, from Kansas State
   University with a Masters Degree in 
   Animal and Meat Science.  God's
   blessings, Sam!

 * * * * * * * *

Baptism
On Mother's Day, May 9th, we will be blessed with the baptism
of Hadley Fay Horton.  We welcome her to our Faith family
   
                



                                         Computer
The new computer is here and they are working to get it  up and
running.  Thanks to those you donated to this cause.  

 * * * * * * * *

                           Bible Studies
       The Thursday Bible Study group will be 
        doing a study called “Growing Older and
        Wiser.”  We meet at 8:45a.m.         
       
       

         
 * * * * * * * *    

  

Kansans for Life
If you wish to participate in the Kansans for Life Baby Bottle Project,
you can pick up a baby bottle on Mother's Day. You pray each day
at meals, and fill the baby bottle with change, bills, or checks made
payable  to  Kansans  for  Life.   On  Father's  Day, return  the baby
bottle to the church.   

      

 



       Preschool News
We made it to May in the year of a Pandemic!  The kids, parents,
staff  and  members  of  Faith  have  been  amazing  as  we  have
navigated our way through a lot of unknowns.

It is always hard to believe when May comes around, and we still
have so much to do.    May 6 th-7th we will host a cookie reception in
honor of Mother's Day!  May 11th our Tuesday/Thursday class will
have preschool in the park from 9:00-11:00.
             
May 12th we will have our virtual graduation taping.

May 18th  will be our last day with our Tuesday/Thursday class.

May 19th will be our last day with MWF students.

We will honor our graduates with a graduation parade from 6-7 on 
the 19th!                                                    
 
Thank you for your continued support.
Mrs. Guion
      
         



My
Mother

(Author Unknown)

Who taught my infant lips to pray.
To love and serve God every day.

And walk in wisdom's pleasant way?
My Mother!

Who ran to help me when I fell.
And would some pretty story tell.
Or kiss the place to make it well?

My Mother!

How could I ever cease to be
Affectionate and kind to thee

Who was so kind to me?
My Mother!

Ah no, the thought I cannot bear,
And is God pleased my life to spare.

I trust I shall reward they care.
My Mother!



A prayer for Memorial Day:  Remembering Those Who
Have fought for our Freedom

by Debbie McDaniel

“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life
                                       for his friends.”  John 1513

Freedom is a gift, it's a treasure.  And though we all may 
agree on that truth, it's often easy to take for granted the 
greatest gifts that God has given us in our lives.
But those most precious gifts are never free.  And are still 
worth fighting for today.  Many brave men & women were 
willing to face hard battles in order for us to enjoy that gift of 
freedom today.
For all those who have protected our nation, for the men & 
women in uniform, together , we say “Thank You.”
We take time to remember today, and say a prayer of 
gratefulness for the many who have been willing to pay a 
great price for our freedom.  May God help us to live so 
courageously, may we follow the brave examples of those 
who have gone before us.
Thank you for reminding us that there's incredible love and 
sacrifice displayed when one is willing to stand strong and 
fight for freedom.
This service of love and sacrifice on behalf of all people points
us directly to the greatest love of all, the very gift and sacrifice 
of Christ. Our Savior was willing to pay the ultimate price, so 
that we can life free. Forever.


